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What is VLOOKUP() ?
(and why you should care…)

© Skillwave Training

What is VLOOKUP()?

VLOOKUP() allows you to: 
Look up a piece of data in a table’s rows 
Return a related value from a different column

Example
Look up SKU 904144…
… and return the associated Price of $11.39

VLOOKUP() provides two different algorithms
Find an approximate match (closest match without going over)
Find the exact match only (return #N/A if not found)

SKU Product Price

554469 Guinness (8 can) 22.49

617720 Corona (6 btl) 13.99

861245 Wildcat (6 can) 7.99

904144 Canadian (6 can) 11.39

904334 Budweiser (6 can) 11.29
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Why you (should) care about VLOOKUP()

THE most important function to master! 
Not because you need it for everything…
Because it contains everything a formula can throw at you 
Mastery will allow you to understand any function!

VLOOKUP() friends & relatives
HLOOKUP() - looks over and down instead
MATCH() - works similarly but for a single row/column
INDEX() - allows faster/more robust options
XLOOKUP() - the VLOOKUP() killer – available AFTER Excel 2019
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Building Your VLOOKUP() 

Syntax  (in plain English)

What it means: 
What are you looking for? 
Where is the table are you looking in? 
Which column should Excel retrieve if a match is found? 
How should it react if a match isn’t found?

=VLOOKUP(what, where, which,[how]) 

ALWAYS specify the last parameter:
TRUE for approximate match, FALSE for exact match


