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5 Rules of Effective Charting

Rule # 1: Every chart should tell a story

Purpose of charting:
To turn data into information
To be consumed as quickly as possible
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5 Rules of Effective Charting

Rule # 2: Pick the RIGHT chart type

Who Had the Most Personnel? Isn’t This More Effective?
Active Duty Personnel (1998) Active Duty Personnel (1998)
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Air Force Marines
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5 Rules of Effective Charting

Rule # 2: Pick the RIGHT chart type

Who Had the Largest Increase in Troop Volume? Isn’t This More Effective?
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5 Rules of Effective Charting

Rule # 3: Make it a SHORT story

Design Tips:
Focus on the story you want to tell!
Don’t try to put too much data in
Don’t try to use too many series

Sales $ Comparisons by Product

2009-01-31
2009-03-31
2009-11-30

e Bottled Beer == Canned Beer Coolers/Ciders Draft Beer =——\\ine
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Rule # 4: Avoid chart junk and noise
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5 Rules of Effective Charting

Rule # 4: Avoid chart junk and noise

Always:
Customize your charts
Remove unnecessary elements
Always skip the 3D chart options
Skip adding extraneous elements unless they add value

lj Chart Junk confuses and distorts the story
P (sometimes intentionally!)
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5 Rules of Effective Charting

Rule # 5: Review your completed chart

Ask yourself:
Does the chart REALLY tell the story you intended?
Could it be displayed in a better format?
Is it self-explanatory?
Can you review anything to make it more effective?
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Perspective

My play was a complete success. The audience was a failure.

-Ashleigh Brilliant

} Follow the 5 rules, and you shouldn’t end up here!
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