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Importing Data from Delimited “Flat” Files

What is a “Flat” file?
CSV files
Text files
Essentially any “one page” data source
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Connecting to a Data Source

How do you connect to data?
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Power Query’'s methodology
Looks at a preview of your data
Import and transform the data
Applying “Types” to your Data
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Working with Dates from Flat Files

The issue
Excel and Power Bl base dates on a “date serial number”
(This counts number of days since Jan 1, 1900)
Flat files don't contain any background about the date format
Default date formats are applied based on your Windows regional settings

Use Change Type = Using Locale
Define the region the data source is using

Note
After this point, you can apply default date formats as it will know the region
This technique can be used for any type of data (not just dates)
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