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Content Created by

The ‘Get Data’ Experience
Understanding the Power Query UX
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How do Things Flow in Power Query?
Where do things start and where do they finish?

Desired Output
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Step Settings in Power Query 

Parameters Authentication Data Preview Output Query
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1. Connector Parameters
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Types of Parameters Available Simple textbox with data 
validation to only accept text

Simple textbox with data validation 
to only accept numbers

Simple textbox with data validation 
to only accept dates

Simple textbox with data validation 
to only accept true/false

Modified textbox with a list of 
“Allowed values” to select from
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The Data Source Path

Parameters defined create the Data 
Source Path
A way to distinguish connections to 
a single data source

Connection defined at the 
server level

Connection defined at the 
database level
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Singleton Connectors

Connectors that do not require parameters
Only one Data Source Path available per environment 
These go straight into the Connector Authentication Phase
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2. Connector Authentication
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About the Authentication Phase
Power Query will try to establish a secure connection to the data 
source
Authentication methods vary from connector to connector
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Authentication Methods
Anonymous

Commonly used when connecting to a Web Page 
Basic 

Accepts a username and password to be sent in base64 encoding
API Key

Accepts a single API Key for authentication
Organizational account

Also known as OAuth 2.0
Examples: Salesforce, Google Analytics, SharePoint Online

Windows
Can be implicit or explicit

Examples: Local Files such as Excel files (implicit), SQL Database (explicit Windows credentials)

Database
Only available in some connectors specific to databases

Examples: SQL Database, Oracle Database, MySQL Database, etc.
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3. Navigation Table
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Navigator or Navigation Table 

User-friendly way to display the objects available to us from our data 
source

Root view, or top 
level of the tree
(displays the data 

source path)

Preview window
(if an object is selected)

Available objects
from the data source
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Some connectors go straight from one phase to the last
(Example above is for the Folder connector)

13

14



Power Query Academy

© Skillwave Training

4. Output Query

© Skillwave Training

Output Query – Where to Load?

Power Query will always give us the option to either “Load” or 
“Transform Data” / “Edit Query”

Power Query window after selecting the “Transform Data” option

Power Query options
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