
6 Step Process for Debugging DAX Formulas 

1 Detect Initial Filters 

 

• Select a single cell in a visual. 

• Determine ALL filters that are affecting this cell. 
o Rows 
o Columns 
o Slicers 
o Filters 
o Cross Filters from other visuals 

• These are the “initial” set of filters. 

2 Apply Filters from CALCULATE 

If there is a filter applied by a calculate then add, modify, remove filters as appropriate.  This is then the final 
set of filters.  Note that a CALCUATE could be in the formula in the selected cell or in another formula 
referenced by the cell. 

3 Filter All Required Tables 

One by one, apply these filters in the data model. 

4 Follow the Relationships 

If the tables receiving the filters in step 3 are joined, follow the relationships in the direction indicated. 

5 Complete the Calculation 

Then and only then do you complete the calculation on the “filtered copy” of the data model. 

6 Return the Result to the Cell 

Get the result and return it to the cell. 


