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Introduction to PivotTables
Unlocking serious analytics with tabular data
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What is a PivotTable?

The Rubik’s Cube™ of data!

Graphical interface drag and drop interface to analyze data

Allows quick “Pivoting” to view data in different ways

Calculates and re-calculates quickly

Very easy to use

Works for both small and VERY large data sets
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The PivotTable Life Cycle

Building a PivotTable solution:

InterpretAnalyzeRaw Data

Connect to 
Your Data

Design the 
PivotTable

Add 
Calculations

Polish 
Formatting

Release To 
Audience
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Why PivotTables Matter

Classic Excel Reporting
Manual report design

Manual report updates

Modification with most updates

Developer driven

Reporting with PivotTables
Design report once, refresh often

Developer designed

User driven

PivotTables are the fundamental reporting 
layer for all advanced analytics in Excel today!
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Refresh Data

Slice and 
Filter Data

Make 
Observations

Act on 
Observations

Open File

Working with PivotTable Solutions

© Skillwave Training

Pivot Table Compliant Data Sources

Classic Sources
Unformatted Tabular Data

“Named Range” Tables

Modern Sources
Excel Tables

Database Tables, Queries & Views

Power Queries

Power Pivot data model

SSAS Cubes


