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Building Effective Line Charts
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Line Charts

Great for
Comparing values over time

Caution
Lines imply data where it doesn’t exist
Used curved lines sparingly
Don’t add too many series

Add precision
Add markers
Add data labels to a single series

Make better use of space
Plot date axis on tick marks
Consider plotting variance from standard

Suggested Modifications

If your data is always close to target, consider 
plotting the variance from target versus a 0 axis.

Catch-up Point:
Line Charts - Begin.xlsx


